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WINTER WHEAT

The week was very warm and dry.

Average temperatures ranged from 13

degrees above normal in the west to 22

degrees above normal in the east. Only a

few traces of precipitation were reported

across the State.

GENERAL

Winter wheat condition rated 25%

fair, 48% good, and 27% excellent, showing

a definite improvement from last month. A

few reports of winter kill were tallied

last week in several counties across

southern Nebraska. However, the extent of

winter kill still appears to be very light

at this time. The first reports of soil

borne mosaic and pennycress came from the

southeastern district last week.

Temperatures during March were warmer

than usual averaging over nine degrees

above normal. Precipitation was very

light in the first half of the month, but

widespread rainfall during mid-month

improved soil moisture conditions across

the State. As the month progressed,

producers began plowing, discing, ferti-

lizing, and preparing machinery for the

plantlng season. Seeding of small grains

was getting underway toward the end of

March. Other activities included attend-

ing farm sales, mending fence, analyzing

the farm program, testing soil, and

general chores.

LIVESTOCK

Mild conditions through March allowed

cattle to remain on stalks. During the

month, feed and hay supplies stabilized in

western areas where supplies were short

all winter. Across the remainder of the

State, feed grain and hay supplies con-

tinued to rate average or above. Pasture

and range development rated average, but

warmer temperatures and timely rains

should spur early growth. The calving

season progressed well with losses running

average or below. There were a few

reports of additional calf losses during

the mid-March snow storm.
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